
Design Brief 
5th Grade Language Arts 

 
Virginia SOL:  
Targeted Standard: Language Arts Ð Oral 5.1, 5.3 
 Supporting Standards: Magnets  ¥  Measurement 
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Bur glar - Pr oof  Lunch Box 

Based on the book Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary 
 
 

Backgr ound St at ement :  
Leigh Botts has had his lunch stolen on several occasions. He is looking for a way to 
catch this thief. 
 
Design Challenge:  
Design and build a lunch box or bag that is burglar proof. 
 
Cr it er ia:  
The lunchbox/bag must: 

 be colorful and neatly decorated. 
 open and shut. 
 be 12 inches by 12 inches or smaller. 
 keep the burglar out OR let you know when the burglar is attempting to take 

the lunch.   
 

Mat er ials:   You may select from the items below. 
 

 paper lunch 
 construction paper 
 box 
 bells 
 brads 
 string 

 yarn 
 magnets 
 paper clips 
 rubber bands 
 Velcro 
 bungee cords  

 
Tools:  

 hole punch 
 scissors 
 glue gun (with adult supervision)  
 markers 
 colored pencils 
 ruler 


